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Bush heroes inspire new
breed of rural generalists
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commitment.
There's very little these folk

can't do. Need a script? An
orthopaedic procedure? A
public health response to a
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A student freshly returned
from Longreach relayed a conversation he'd had with his GP

supervisor: "Mark, what do
"Take it to theatre and fix
it," was the reply.

And don't think this is the

province of the blokes. Dr
Sheilagh Cronin's wisdom is

renowned across western
Queensland, Dr Merrilee
Frankish has juggled multiple

roles, including leading the
Rural Doctors Association of
Queensland.

Their reputation extends
widely. I see their patients in
my city-based practice, often
when they are accompanying
relatives seeking tertiary care.
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Why is their influence felt so
widely? Two things are clear.
One is their unwavering com-

mitment to the cause, their
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extension, all rural communities, who experience ongoing

pressure for health services,
supports, locums, infrastruc-
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Farlow/McCallum, ultrasound
by Vlasic, your GPs are Joyce

and Grimes. You must be
from Proserpine" - another
bastion of rural generalism
that is fast developing a teach-

ing health system along the
consultant-registrar-resident

model.3 We are fortunate to
have these leaders generously
endowing the next generation

with their skill, wisdom and
knowledge.

This vision is now being
repaid with the rise and rise of

duties with great skill, despite

the achievements and the
future of rural generalists. As
an educator and an Australian

who cares about our rural
communities, I am encouraged

to see inducements and sup-

ports to attract, train and
retain the right sort of people

to provide these services to
these communities.

I have named but a few; I
know these characters, these
achievements, these commit-

ments are echoed in every
corner of rural Australia.
Those of us privileged to train

the next generation look to
them for continued inspiration

- the heroes of the bush.
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